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MINISTERIAL OFFICES — CONTACT WITH HON CHERYL EDWARDES 

2487. Mr M. McGowan to the Attorney General 

(1) Could the Attorney General advise if his Chief of Staff or any other of his Ministerial staff have met 
with or had any contact with Ms Cheryl Edwardes since 12 August 2009? 

(2) If yes to (1), who of the Ministerial staff met or had contact with Ms Edwardes?  

(3) If yes to (1), what were the dates of the contact/s or meeting/s?  

(4) If yes to (1), what was the nature or subject of discussion during the contact/s or meeting/s?  

(5) If yes to (1), were other people present during the contact/s or meeting/s? 

(6) If yes to (5), what were the names of the people present? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

(1) Yes 

(2) Peter Phillips (Policy Advisor) 

(3) Face to face: (i) 12.08.09; (ii) 28.08.09; (iii) 22.12.09; (iv) 26.02.10; (v) 09.03.10. 

Email: 10.02.10; 11.03.10; 11.03.10 

(4) Each and every contact and meeting between Mr Phillips and Ms Edwardes has been solely in relation 
to victims issues, in her capacity as the Chair of the Victims of Crime Reference Group (VOCRG), and 
Mr Phillips' capacity as the Attorney's representative to the VOCRG. 

The Hon Cheryl Edwardes was appointed the Chair of the Victims of Crime Reference Group on 21 
February 2007 by the then attorney general, the Hon Jim McGinty. In keeping with the practice of the 
previous attorney general, the group ordinarily meets on a monthly basis in the Attorney General's 
Office. A ministerial adviser attends VOCRG meetings to ensure that the Attorney General is kept 
informed of victims issues arising out of the group, and solicit the input of the VOCRG into current and 
proposed government legislation relevant to victims. Mr Phillips is that ministerial advisor. 

Date 3(i) refers to an occasion during the allotted period where VOCRG group members attended the 
Victim Support and Child Witness Service Regional Conference. 

Dates 3(ii) to (iv) refer to regular VOCRG meetings. 

Date 3(v) refers to an occasion during the allotted period, where a issue raised by a VOCRG member on 
behalf of a victim of serious crime led to Ms Edwardes and Mr Phillips undertaking to the group to 
meet separately prior to the next VOCRG meeting to discuss that matter further with a view to ensuring 
all relevant details were brought to the attention of the Attorney General. 

(5) In relation to 3(i) to (iv) Yes. 

In relation 3(v) No.  

(6) 3(i) was a conference attended by approximately 40-50 court staff along with VOCRG representatives 
were present at the conference. Consequentially, names of all persons present are not readily available. 

In relation to 3(ii) to (iv) see table below: 

Meeting Date Persons Present 

28/08/2009 Georgia Prideaux (VOCRG member) 
   Steve Robinson (VOCRG member) 
   Hannah McGlade (VOCRG member) 
   Ann O'Neill (VOCRG member) 
   Tom Clay (WA Police Representative) 
   Tom Scutt (DPP Representative) 
   Kay Benham, DotAG Representative 
   Kim Novak, DotAG 

22/12/2009 Ann O'Neill (VOCRG member) 
 Georgia Prideaux (VOCRG member)) 
 Hannah McGlade (VOCRG member) 
 Richard Threnoworth (VOCRG member) 
 Jean Wilby (VOCRG member) 
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 Tom Clay (WA Police Representative) 
 Kay Benham, DotAG Representative 
 Kim Novak, DotAG 

26/02/2009 Ann O'Neill (VOCRG member) 
   Georgia Prideaux (VOCRG member) 
   Hannah McGlade (VOCRG member) 
   Jean Wilby (VOCRG member) 
   Tom Scutt (DPP Representative) 
   Eric Smith (WA Police Representative) 
   Harvey Hatch, DotAG Representative 
   Kim Novak, DotAG 
 


